The Source
Created by Magpies Magazine, The Source is a subject guide to children’s literature: books, short
stories, traditional literature, and poetry from around the world with an emphasis on Australian and
New Zealand literature. The Source consists of four continuously updated and revised databases:
•

•

•

•

Books & Authors: A database of over 17,000 picture books, children’s, young adult novels
and collections which are searchable by subject, author or illustrator, title, type, genre,
series, and sequels. Subject searches can be refined by age, genre, and type. Brief
biographies of authors and illustrators are included.
Poetry: A database of over 15,400 poems from around the world which appear in the 380
anthologies indexed. Of these the full texts of over 3,000 poems in the public domain are
available on The Source. The poetry database is searchable by subject, poet, title, genre, and
first line.
Short Stories: An index to over 2,800 short stories including fairy tales, folktales, myths, and
legends linked to the collections in which they appear. All are annotated, the full text of
some is included. The short story index is searchable by author, title, subject, genre, and age.
Awards: A database of the winners and short-listed books for 44 Australian, New Zealand
and international children’s literature awards. This database is searchable by author, title,
award, and year of award.

Using The Source
The Source can only be accessed within Liverpool City Library branches and will open immediately
once you open it from our website. Just select one of the four databases, which will all look slightly
different but function in the same way.

Searching
Fill in whatever terms you know, or you can select from the dropdown boxes to browse.

This then provides a list of results, organised by author.

Clicking on the author’s name provides information about the author, including a list of books
they’ve published.

Click on ‘View Details’ next to a book title to learn more about the title.

